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BATTLE OF NORWAY GOES ON 


Highlights of a Week of Terror 

Wednesday, Sept. 10th i State of civil siege declared, in Oslo 
by German military governor of Norway; two prominent labor 
leaders executed. 

Thursday, Sept. 11th: Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and Salvation 

Army ordered dissolved; revolt threatens in Norway, re- 
sentment sweeps over Sweden and even Finland. 

Friday, Sept. 12: Mass arrests reported, three Norwegians 

sentenced to life imprisonment. 

Saturday, Sept. 13th: Five more life sentences imposed; town 

of SkLen heavily fined for anti -Nazi demonstrations. 

Sunday, Sept. 14th; Total of 2000 persons arrested and 27 
court-martialled in four days. 

Monday, Sept. 15th; Quisling threatens Sweden with punishment 
by Germany for taking Norway’s part. 

Tuesday, Sept. l6th; State of siege lifted; Swedish opinion 
interprets this as victory for Nonray. . 


EYE-WITNESS ESCAPES FROM OSLO 

"As usual the Germans acted while people were asleep." Thus began the story 
which a Norwegian newspaperman fleeing from German terror and certain imprisonment 
brought with him to Sweden- last Sunday. The following is his account of events of 
the past week in Norway, as published in Swedish newspapers on September 1 6 . 

"The -Gestapo came at 5 o’clock in the morning - with their large trucks and began 
systematic mass arrests," declared the eye-witness. "The total of these arrests 
reaches certainly into the thousands, among whom are such well-known figures as Einar 
Gerhardsen, secretary of the labor party, Editor-in-Chicf Jullam of the Arbeiderbladet , 
Sector D, A. Seip of the University of Oslo, and professors Brogger, Christian 


The news items in this bulletin are based on authoritative information. They are 
factual reports on the Kingdom of Norway’s continued fight for its independence, 
and they reflect the impact of the war upon the daily lives of the Norwegian people. 
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Schreiner and Otto Lous Mohr. The former chief of police of Oslo, Welhaven, now 
director of the Norwegian Belief Organization was also among those taken away in the 
prison vans. 

"The immediate cause of this reign of terror, said the Norwegian informant, was 
a labor dispute. A strike involving between thirty-five and forty thousand men had 
begun among metal workers and on Wednesday, September 10th, Beichskammissar Terboven 
clamped martial law on Oslo and surrounding districts. The mass arrests continued 
both Thursday and Friday as In the gray dawn the Gestapo's trucks rolled through 
the streets, and SS soldiers in full field equipment and armed with rifles and 
revolvers broke into homes and woke up their unfortunate victims. In each truck 
there was room for several prisoners. 

Jails are overflowing . 

"The victims were then taken to the Victoria Terrace where the Gestapo has its 
headquarters and there given a brief hearing, carried on in broken German -Norwegian 
before they were taken away to prison. The Oslo police station was used for this 
purpose but it was already so crowded that two and three men had to be put into single 
cells. The need of prison space being very great, the Germans took over a reform 
school and a people’s court in Oslo to use as jails. 

"There are three concentration camps in Norway," related the Oslo journalist: 

"one at Grine in Baerum, another at Olven near Bergen and a third in Bakadal. But 
so man y arrests have been made that local jails have to be used by the Germans. The 
total number of labor leaders and officials of political organizations arrested in 
Oslo and surrounding districts is about 300. There is no large factory or firm in 
Oslo which is not represented in the local jails. 

"But in spite of this reign of terror the morale of the Norwegian people is in- 
tact, " asserted the eye-witness. "No weakness is to be found, only a terrible 

hatred which is merely waiting for the day of reckoning. The expression of sympathy 
which the Swedish labor congress voted on Thursday became quickly known throughout 
Norway in spite of all difficulties. (See page 5 for text of this document). It 
made a deep impression upon all circles of Norwegian life. It was, in fact, along 
with the executions the main topic of the day.. Both the Swedish and English radio 
broadcasts helped spread this news. Although radio sets are being systematically 
confiscated throughout the whole of Norway, German authorities have only got as 
far as the letter "C" in the alphabet. 
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Norwegians stand, solidly together . 

"X can assure you, " the Oslo man told Swedish reporters, "that my people are 
deeply upset hy all the injustices being committed against them. But no one can 
break such a people. National solidarity now embraces the whole population. The 
Germans, like the poor psychologists they are, have made a tremendous mistake. What 
they have accomplished is only to arouse a hatred against themselves which is literal- 
ly boundless. The Germans cannot understand the mentality of free Norwegians. 

"Officials of Norwegian labor organizations are forced under heavy pressure to 
continue in their jobs. Their comrades understand that they have no other choice 
when they send out circulars and orders which are the results of pressure and threats 
of death. Norwegian workers have therefore come to have no faith in these circulars. 

I, myself, saw how the office girls in the labor organizations wept bitterly when 
they came to work on Thursday and found Nazis in the place of their old fellow workers. 

The confiscation of radio sets is also one of the collossal German mistakes. 

The Norwegian people know very well why this action was ordered and it has already 
had its consequences. People say: ’If Quisling and his foreign masters will not 

allow us to listen to Sweden and England, let them not think that they will be able 
to capture us with propaganda.’ The day after publication of the order to seize radios 
at least ten thousand persons cancelled their newspaper subscriptions. We have mis- 
givings that the Nazis' next step will be parallel to the order forbidding resigna- 
tion from labor organizations; namely, forced-subscriptions to the Nazi press. 

There are many people, X know, who pay for their subscriptions to a newspaper merely 
out of regard for employees of the paper but who return the paper without reading it. 
Hate smoulders in the darkness . 

-The spirit of Norway today is filled with hate, " concluded the Norwegian news- 
man,"and in Oslo darkness and dreariness reign. The city is blacked out for fear of 
British bombers and after 8 o’clock all streets are dark and silent. Almost the 
only persons to be seen are German and Norwegian patrols who are guarding even' the 
smallest side streets. These forces have been strengthened and even the Norwegian 
police are equipped with steel helmets, revolvers and other weapons. 

"Norway today is becoming a vast prison." 
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"The Nazis 
3rd, 



have known better than try to subdue a nationofsS^ 
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AMERICA!? IABOB IEAPER PRAISES NORWEGIAN WORKERS 

(Here is the partial text of a statement made by William Green, President of 
the American Federation of labor, on September 13th, following German attempts to 
crush opposition in Norwegian trade unions : ) 

American labor is proud of the unconquerable spirit of the workers in Norway. 

-Driven to desperation by inhuman persecution, by intolerable working conditions and 
by Semi -starvation, they have thrown down their yoke and refused to labor any longer 
for their oppressors. 

Elis general strike of the Norwegian workers, in the face of execution of their 
leaders, mass arrests and other forms of Nazi terrorism, constitutes one of the most 
heroic chapters of trade union history....* 

The plight of Norway's workers Should impress upon the workers of America and 
every other nation the fate that lies in store for them should Hitler's drive for 
world domination be permitted to succeed, ©lowing this the members of the American 
Federation of labor are united in the determination that Hitler and everything he 
stands for must be crushed. . . . 

We extend to our Norwegian colleagues the pledge that once this war is over and 
dictatorship is destroyed, the American Federation of labor will see to it that the ' 
economic, political and social rights of free workers are restored the world over. . 


SWEDISH TRADE UNIONS BXPHESS SYMPATHY WITH NORWAY 

What the New York Times called the "first openly anti -German declaration heard 
from responsible Swedish circles since the beginning of the war" was adopted unan- 
imously by the Congress of the Swedish Trade Unions in Stockholm on September 11th. 

"We express our solidarity with and our sincere admiration for the Norwegian 
working classes, who keep faith in our common ideals, democracy and national indepen- 
dence, this resolution read in part. "The German Nazi leaders have often declared 
that no people can remained unpunished if it lets itself be deprived of its honor.,.. 
Neither can the Norwegian people be subjugated by violence and armed force. Viggo 
Hansteen and Rolf Vickstrpm (the two labor leaders executed on September 10th) will 
be names forever inscribed in Norwegian history. They lave fallen as martyrs in their 
fight for Norway's freedom. ...We honor their memory, which, has become a new bond 
between the northern peoples.". 


WAR IN NOBWAY 

(Excerpts from an editorial in the -New York Times, 
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